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reetings all. Well it has been a
rough month for the Provider
Weekly. It has been most diffi-

cultto get it out as a weekly over the sum-
mer.

Part of this is my fault because I changed
the format from an email to this newsletter
format. It takes considerably more time
to produce in this manner.

Another part of the problem is that we re-
ally have not managed to make a great deal
of progress over the summer. There are
several reasons. First, it has been an ex-
cruciating hot summer and we just can’t
work in the aircraft or around it.

Being inside is like being inside a can of
beans on a fire. Being outside on the
tarmac is not much better. When you com-
bine this with the reduced number of vol-
unteers, well, progress grinds to a halt.

Then every time we turn around, there is
maintenance required on all the support
equipment and the actual business of the
foundation, well, I think you understand.

I am thinking of taking the Provider Weekly
to a monthly format during the summer
months. It could end up totally amonthly
publication, but we will have to see what
happens.

\We have managed to get a few things done
however.

These items include new batteries in the
aircraft. We have kept up on the Buda tug
and forklift to keep them running. We have
moved some equipment that we will be
needing over to the aircraft.

We have relocated our propellers next to
the aircraft and wrapped and sealed them
as best we could from the elements until
we can hang them on the aircraft. We
have also relocated some of our tie downs
to make sure the aircraft is securely an-
chored. You know, that whole hurricane
season thing.

We are still chasing down a hydraulic leak
inside the plane. We are losing less and
less fluid, but are now looking at the ac-
cumulator. Itis not an easy thing to diag-
nose.

We still need to finish the repairs on the
prop hoist. It is not safe until we replace
all the pins that are the improper size. Un-
til then, we cannot use it to lift a 500 or so
pound propeller setup.

We are planning on taking the spoilers off

soon to cycle the flaps and controls. They
have not been moved in quite a while.
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There are many small leaks in the aircraft
that need found and plugged. Also the tires
need checked from time to time as they
slowly over time lose small amounts of
pressure.

So you can see, we have gotten some
things accomplished, but we have much
more to do.

We are talking to the owners of Ponder-
ous Polly and may take some time from
our C123to go help them get theirs back
in the air. This means Cal and I would
need to go up north for a week or two.

We are excited about the possibility of this
partnership for both of our organizations.
It should help attract members to both
groups.

We could use a few volunteers as well.
John brought his neighbor CIiff last week
and we all had fun chatting. Cliff had an
old Fairchild aircraft back in the 50°s or
so if | remember correctly. We enjoy hav-
ing visitors as it gets us recharged again.

John is back in town and that is a good
thing. Rod is back out of town and Denis
isgoing to be onthe disabled list for awhile
to do some maintenance on himself. We
wish him well there and a speedy “get your
butt back out here and help us soon.”

Josh C. has been doing family stuff so has
been MIA for a few weeks. We hope to
get him back soon. I was out of town for
aweek and missed a Saturday. Time gets
away from you quick.

We have some exciting announcements
coming up before the end of the year. We
are bringing the membership program
back, so we will let you know when that
happens. We are working out the last few
details now.

There is more to announce, but | am go-
ing to keep everyone in suspense for just
abit longer.

Our facebook numbers are slowly grow-
ing. Itis nice to see we are starting to at-
tract interested people to our online
homes. If you are on facebook look for
us and give our page a quick “Like” You
will be glad you did. So will we!

I am still working on the website. | hope
to have a donation form that can be down-
loaded until we can get it setup that you
can buy a membership through the
website.

Got an idea?
Let us know!
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Got a question?
Ask us!

www.airamfoundation.org
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I am also going to try to get all the news-
letters online on the site as well. All of this
takes huge amounts of time.

We will be out at the C123 tomorrow and
most every Saturday except holidays to
try to pick up the pace and start to move
forward again now that the worst of the
hot weather is over for a few months. If
you are in the neighborhood, stop by and
say hello.

Thanks to George White over at the Se-
nior Life Newspaper for the great article
in their paper. | have included it in this is-
sue. We love publicity.

Well I am going to end so | can get this
out before it becomes September and
October’s newsletter.

Historically Yours,

New batteries for the C123!
Whoo Hoo!
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From Newsweek Magazine - April 6, 1970

AIR AMERICA: ANYTHING GOES

It doesn’t pipe Mantovani into its eabins,
dress stewardesses in colorfn] Puccis
or serve boenf beurguignon on any of its
Hights, And vet Air America is one of the
largest U5 nirlines, ranking behind Ma-
tional and ahead of Mortheast in the
number of it planes and personnel, Air
America can aftord o be indifferent to
fle extras provided by other airlines De-
cawse it has only one customer o please

—the  Uniled States  Government—for
which it performs a wide varicty of
services connected swith the American

military involvement in Southeast Asia,
As a rule, these services go unpublicized.,
Becently, however, Air Ametica came
into the spotlight when it Bew several
bumdred Thai troops inte Laos to help
the ClA-sponsored “secret anmy” of Gen.
Vang Pao defend the owtpost of Long
Cheng From Communist attack.

Althpugh in practical terms il & an op

eraling arm of the CIA, Air America s
owned by a private avintion-investment
concern called Pacific Corp. lis managing
chrector and chiel executive, a lurge, af-
fubbe man named George Doole e,
laughs heartily when questioned  abont
dealings with intelligence organizations
bt hedges his answer. “1 don't know
all of gur customers’ private business amd
relations,” Iie said Tust week, "5o help me,
that's a Fact.” But while that may be
s, Air America’s motto, “Aonvibing, Anv-
timee,  Anywhere=Professionally,”  sug
gests the company playvs by rather [ree-
wheeling rules. !

Ul guess we carry aboul evervihing
except bombs under our wings,” sayvs Air
America Saigon manager E.[. Theisen.
Amd dn fact, the mnge of the company's
activitics almaost lives up to its motto, CLA
agents working in the Phoenis program—

a campaign to terret ont Viet Cong op-
eralives in South Vietnam=fv Air Ameri-
ci when they need to move a high-level
prisoner, Green Berels wse the airline to
carry supplics to Montagmard mercenar-
i, And according to Theisen, even the
5" supersecret  Special  Operations
Croup in Saigon, which works almost ex-
clusively behind enemy lines, relies on
Air America for some of il franspord
needs within South Vietnam

Contract: At present, though, the bulk
of the line's work &5 in Lans, where it
drops tons of rice to Mes tribesmen un
der a contract with the Agency [or Toter-
national Development, carries troops to
the front and evacuabes refugees. Bot
when it comes to discussing operations
Belinad Pathet Lao lines, only miles from
the MNorth Vietnamese border, Vientiane
manager James Cunningham Jr, s oot
giving away any secrels. “We operate on
a vou-call, we-haul basie” he said. “We
don't go inke details,”

For it varied opertions, Air America
wses g fleet of some 150 planes—mosthy
unmarked  twin-engine  Volpar  Becch.
criafis and Swiss-huilt Pilatus  Porters.
Itz 600 pilels, many of them Vietnam
veterans, make as muoch as 3250060 o
vear—and earn every penny of it. Under
all kinds of weather—and often under fire
as well—they Hy into remote jungle air-
strips no bigger than Foothall Gelds amd
wear thick gold bracelets swhich  they
can barter for food and medicine in case
of forced landings in remote regions, But
in spite of the risks they ke, the pilos
are rurely the daredevil Steve Cuanvons
one might expect. “Thev're in it for the
mioney,” oomments o old Asinn lasd.
"These guys all read Barrow's for stock-
min kel tips,”

Evacuation Aight in Laocs: *You call, we haul’



