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By Paul Vasconi 

Hello Friends!   
 
THIS IS THE COMPLETE VERSION OF WHAT WAS JUST SENT  OUT BY MISTAKE. I HIT THE WRONG BUTTON 
AND SOME OF YOU GOT A SHORTENED VERSION OF PART ONE> MY APOLOGIES! PV 
  
This is Part One of the TICO air show highlights.  It pertains to our exhibit and not to the actual air show participants 
since we were a little busy and didn’t get to actually go out and see the show as such. I am sure that if you want to see 
air show photos, that there are sources. Among the flying aircraft were two demo teams from the USAF, flying an F-15 
and F-16. The F-104 Star fighter guys were back again this year but had to cut their performance short on Sunday due 
to engine problems. Among the warbirds were gaggles of T6s, among them Gene McNeely from the Aero shell demo 
team, three P-51s, A F4U Corsair, A-26 Invader, the B-25 Killer B, L-29 and L-39 flight demos, an Aerobatic display, 
some T-28s, and T-34s, a YAK-6 fighter and other interesting aircraft. The VAC gang did a great job and should be 
congratulated on the show's success. The event was very well attended this year and they surely did well financially if 
the parking lots were any indication. 
  
We had three separate display exhibits this year. The C-123, the Caribou and a 16 x 16 Army tent provided to us by 
Barry Bobes from BPB Surplus in Orlando. 
  
There are several photos of the show, our great crew, and the visitors, so I am breaking them up into at least two parts 
for easier download. There are six photos attached to this message. Showing the overall scene, and interior shots of 
the display set up by Trevor McIntyre in the C-123. He also did a fabulous job of setting up a great display inside the 
Caribou. The tent was used to display many new photos from Air America archives and personal collections of our Air 
America friends. It was very well received this year, and we received many kind words and compliments.  
We were not accosted by any looney's this year, and the people were so kind to us. 
  
The kids found the Caribou to be totally irresistible and Trevor had to stand inside to keep the little darlings from ripping 
it to pieces as they climbed in and out of the cockpit! We started calling it "Trevor's Funhouse". We are going to let it be 
available for private events as well as pubic programs, parades and other local activities for a possible donation to the 
AAF. We already have been 'reserved' to appear at the Brevard historical Society's event on the 29th of this month. 
Trevor says he wants to use it for birthdays and bar mitzvahs too! We'll see..... 
  
We could not have enjoyed the success of this event without the hardworking and dedicated AAF volunteers who came 
out to take part in the three day program. Among them were John Plotnicki, Vern Goding, Cheryl Towle, Lew Lynch, 
Cal Crocker, Rod and Trevor McIntyre, Mike Vieht & and his mom!, Dave Krochmal, Mikel Fitterman, Alex Kim, Lyle 
Barney and yours truly. I hope I didnt leave anyone out but the three days have run together and its all a big ball 
of names and faces in my mind. 
  
Our exhibit was visited by several Air America veterans including, Judy Porter, Marius Burke, Walt Ranallo,Boyd 
Mesecher, Jesse Walton, and Herm Jackson! We were delighted to have them on hand to inspect our latest version of 
the Air America exhibits and we hope they approved of our latest exhibits. 
  
We did very well this year with donation collections and raised over $1300.00 in cash donations. It will go towards 
expenses and monthly bills with a little left over for purchasing parts and supplies for the C-123 sheet metal repairs. 
We also had a new member join us, Brad Byron, whose father was in charge of the two AC-123 'black spot" gunships 
used in Vietnam to patrol the Ho Chi Minh trail. And Lyle Barney, a charter member of the AAF finally got his 
membership card after the new membership coordinator, Cheryl Towle, got things organized and printed. There was 
another significant contribution made to us, but that will come in a separate email as it warrants a special message.  
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Photos 

 

  
 
 
More photos will follow in part two of this special edition of the PROVIDER WEEKLY 
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continued from page 1 
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