April 6, 2008

By Paul Vasconi

Hello Friends

Saturday's efforts were quite productive as Cal's sheet metal program moved ahead with the installation of a new
panel, assisted by Paul "Headcase" Hedtke, and Trevor Mcintyre. The Embry Riddle gang was conspicuously absent
for yet another weekend. Soon we will have to round them up and keep them in cages so that they will be available
when they are needed and appreciated!

On another front, a recent acquisition from our friend Barry Bobes in Orlando consisting of a new hand operated
hydraulic pump to replace the one on our long defunct B1 service stand, was successful and we returned the much
needed service steps back to service. We will make some new safety railings for it before we use it at any height, but
its great to see the steps working again. Thanks to Lew Polk, Lyle Barney, Rod Mcintyre, Ed Bloom and some
hydraulic bits and pieces courtesy of Bob James.

At Lunch, Vern Goding was surprised to be awarded with a new coffee mug, presented to him by Rod and Trevor
Mclintyre. The mug, which was wrapped in a frustrating number of plastic grocery bags all tied together, one inside the
other. After removing the final bag, Vern beheld his new prize....an "Ask me about my Stud Services" Coffee mug. or
something to that effect. The whole crew laughed it up as Vern showed his appreciation for the tasteless gift he had
received.

Among the crew and visitors attending today was, Tom Camman, who arrived just in time for lunch, Paul Hedke
(assisting with the rivet driving), Lyle Barney, Vern Goding, Rod and Trevor Mcintyre, Cal Crocker, Ed Bloom, Lewis
Lynch and yours truly.

Everyone pitched in and helped to complete the days tasks at hand.

Overall, the sheet metal skin replacement project is just over halfway done according the Cal, and we may still have to
obtain more sheet metal to complete the program, but with a little luck we will have the materials we need to finish the
job.

Soon we will be cranking up the hot oil pickling trailer to re-oil the engines with preventative lubrication. While we are
doing that, the C-47 crew has requested that we give the engines of TICO BELLE a lube job too. And before we
complete the oiling, we will also lube a V-12 engine owned by long time supporter and good friend Dr Leo Kerwin.

On other news, we hope to hear some good news from a large commercial paint manufacturer who is still considering
the donation of all the paint and primer we'll need to paint the C-123! If this happens, we will go ahead and move up
the painting of the airplane in the restoration process so that the hard work done on re-skinning the airplane will be
sealed and protected from the harsh climate here in sunny Florida.

For those who are not aware, the Tucson C-123 acquisition has hit a possibly fatal snag due to squabbles between co-
owners. But we still are in the running, so its not completely dead.

IN Mid April I will be traveling down to south Florida to meet with our friend Benny Benitez who is trying to arrange for
the acquisition of a shipping container to be used for storage of other C-123 parts and to help relieve the congestion of
our main trailer which is bursting at the seams, driving Vern nuts (well...MORE nuts) trying to find a place for our new




acquisitions of treasure.

We are also actively looking for involvement in local events, such as parades, outdoor events and educational
groups to promote the AAF and to educate people about the history of Air America. Please let me know if you have
information on events that could be feasible for us.

Photos

Well, | guess that'’s all for now, but for goodness sakes please stay tuned for the next exciting issue of the
PROVIDER WEEKLY!

Bye for now

Paul
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