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By Paul Vasconi 

Hello friends! 
  
Saturday was a GREAT day with a good attendance of our hard working volunteer crew. 
  
Our talented, hard working Riddle Gang made an appearance today to round out a great volunteer turnout consisting 
of Mike Veiht, Dave Krochmal, Sable Soderlund, and Vern Goding, Cal Crocker, Rod McIntyre, Ed Bloom, Lewis 
Lynch, and Paul Vasconi got right to work on several projects. 
  
Our forklift received a new battery which made starting it a pleasure. 
  
The Riddle gang got with Cal to begin the permanent installation of some of the new replacement sheet metal skin 
panels on top of the C-123 fuselage. While Cal stood atop a platform stand inside the airplane, Sable and Dave used 
the rivet gun to attach the new panels into place. They made good progress driving several hundred rivets during the 
course of the day. 
  
Mike "OILY" Veiht took the initiative to prep the engines for the upcoming pre-oiling project coming next week. He 
opened up the cowlings and removed the spark plug leads from the front plugs to save time when the oiling 
begins. Photos show him at work. 
Meanwhile, Rod , Ed, Lew and I began the process of stripping floor paint from the thresholds of the doors to the main 
hangar. We will be setting and forming cement ramps in front and behind the floor rails that allow the large hangar 
doors to open and close. The wheels of aircraft being moved in and out of the hangar have had difficulty moving up 
and over the 3 inch tall rails and a recent incident made it clear that something had to be done.  A year ago, we did the 
same transitions at the south door openings and they have worked great.  We'll be mixing and pouring concrete within 
the next week or two. 
  
CARIBOU NEWS! 
  
Our friend Lee Maynard has unearthed more Caribou treasures up in Atlanta which include the original instrument 
panels from the Caribou display! He sent us several photos much to the delight of Trevor McIntyre who was as happy 
as a clam. This will allow us to have all of the proper instruments installed into the panels for an even more 
authentic appearance on the flight deck. 
Thanks and a tip of the hat to Lee Maynard for his tremendous assistance!! 
  
H-34 Panel restoration Project. 
Since Trevor McIntyre has not yet scrounged up a complete Sikorsky H-34 Helicopter, he is apparently trying to put 
one together one piece at a time. (Remember that song by Johnny Cash?)  He is starting with the instrument panel and 
apparently will build an entire helicopter around it!!!!  If you have, or know where we can obtain the proper gauges that 
do into the H-34 panel, we'd really appreciate your assistance in helping Trevor to put that panel back together. Let us 
know if you have anything that would work. See photos of panel attached. 
  
We are moving ahead with growing momentum and with a little luck, our bird will soon be finished with the sheet metal 
repairs. We will then move on to wiring and hose replacement.  
  
One thing that is never far from our needs is financial support. We really need your tax deductible contributions to 
purchase the materials and services  we need to get the C-123 airworthy. Please consider helping us with a generous 
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donation! We can’t thank you enough for your help. Every Dollar gets us closer to the day when 674 makes her 
return to flight! 
  
That’s all for this edition of the PROVIDER WEEKLY!  Hope you enjoyed reading it. COME OUT AND JOIN US!!! 
  
Paul� �
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continued from page 1 
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