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June 7, 2008

By Paul Vasconi

Hello Friends!

Today's activities were a bit unusual and far fetched, but most of you have become used to that when it comes to our
ever changing adventures.

First, Rod Mclntyre, Lee & Jennifer Maynard and | drove to New Smyrna Beach airport for the municipal auction which
included the hulk of a DeHavilland Caribou that we have been looking at ever since we harvested the cockpit of 2389
last year. Today, it went on the auction block. We carefully considered all the factors in acquiring this airplane, and if
not for the fact that it still had its two R-2000 radial engines, it was essentially a pile of corroded aluminum. We set a
budget of no more than $1000 to bid, since scrapping it out and removing it from airport property would certainly cost
several hundred more.

The auction began promptly at 9AM...but the airplane was going to be the LAST item...so we watched as all sorts of
city vehicles were sold off, and every kind of useless, obsolete, damaged junk was sold off for pennies on the dollar.
Then came the moment we had waited for the Caribou was next. We all traveled out to the airplane and the bidding
began. Almost immediately, it was obvious that insanity was in full control of the bidding. We were out of the bidding
within seconds as one loudmouth began bidding the price up and up. Within 4 minutes it was sold.....for FOUR
THOUSAND Four Hundred dollars! The proud new owner, who had no experience with aircraft, but theorized that he
could make a fortune selling parts off the airplane and that he would make a ton of money selling the aluminum
remains of the airplane. Sadly any chance to obtain the aircraft was lost. The new owner was so proud of his new
acquisition as he refused to believe those of us that corrected his outrageous estimates of financial windfall. To make
matters worse, there was a 10% premium added to the final amount, plus 6% sales tax, which made the final amount
he paid to the City over $5000! In the end, it's probably best for us, that we didnt get it, since we'd be tasked with
dismantling the airplane in two weeks or less! We have more pressing things to do.

When we returned to Titusville, we went by to visit with the crew of the CatHouse C-123 who have been flogging away
at getting her ready for her journey to Alaska. Progess has been made and the photos attached demonstrate the
attachment of the rudder. Only the elevators remain to be attached and the flight controls are complete. Another team
worked on the jet engines, getting them ready for test runs which are predicted to be successful. This will clear the way
for the airplane to be taxi tested. In a few weeks the airplane could be ready for flight testing.

In the interim, Vern Goding was the sole volunteer over at our C-123, and he busied himself repairing and painting the
work platform we use with our forklift to take people up and down as work on the airplane is performed.

We hope to see a much better turn out of volunteers next weekend, so please make plans to attend. We have several
projects needing willing hands.

Have a wonderful week and remember the Air America Foundation in your hearts and checkbooks!

Thanks
Paul




CATHOUSE gets her new rudder

Cal and Rod use the scissor lift to
attach hardware to the lower part
of the rudder assembly
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