By Paul Vasconi

Hello Friends near and far!

Saturday was not only productive but it was also a very pleasant opportunity to show some appreciation to our newest contributing
members!

The turnout was fantastic! We were able to have two crews riveting on top of the airplane, but we also had two other projects
going on at the same time. Our crew consisted of Rod Mcintyre, Cal Crocker, Vern Goding, Lyle Barney, Riddle Gang
members Dave Krochmal and Sable Soderlund, who brought her mother along for the day. She is visiting from Sweden.

Lyle went to work on tuning up our Tug and get it purring in no time. Meanwhile, Vern worked on attaching the steel fenders onto
our flatbed trailer that carrys the Caribou exhibit. In normal fasion, the ongoing stream of profanity and screams coming from the
area around the trailer proved that Vern was making good progress!

The rivet crews consisted of two people...one on top using the pheumatic rivet hammers, while two other people were stationed
on top of a work stand inside the cargo bay of the airplane. They held a solid steel rivet mandrel that is pushed against the end of
the rivet and when the hammer is activated it flattens the rivet end and secures the rivet tightly as it draws the sheet metal against
the underframe. The process takes just a few seconds per rivet, as verbal instructions are exchanged between the driver and the
bucker. This was done several hundred times during the day and at the end of operations today, almost half of the remaining
rivets were completed. Next weekend should complete the skin repairs on top of the fuselage! What a hot, loud, nasty job! We
owe a great deal of thanks to our rivet installation crews!

We were also visited by long time member and friend Tom Camman who flew his Beechcraft Bonanza from Sanford Fl to join in
the fun.

Many of the attached photos were taken by another long absent but recently returned member, Joe Cadiz who returned home
from his overseas work assignment just long enough to visit his family and pay some bills, He leaves within days to return
overseas for another three months. Joe was kind enough to make a donation to help with the C123 restoration. Thanks Joe!

We all departed for our usual lunch location, the famous Dogs-R-Us in Titusville. But today we had a special event in store. It was
our pleasure to have four of our newest members on hand to receive their certificates. We also had the opportujity to pay our
respects to Joshua and Shirley Eiting, the recipients of our SUPPORTER award, for their financial contribution ($2500) and
ongoing support.to the C123 restoration orogram. Joshua and Shirley received their award as the assembled group of 15 people
applauded them for their contribution to the cause. Although it was our intention to buy them lunch, Joshua had other plans, and
insisted in picking up the tab for the entire group! He also made another $1000 donation to our effort and pledged to make
ongoing contributions to the AAF program. Thanks very much Josuha and Shirley!

We also had the genuine pleasure to award new member certificates to Susan Patrizio and Brad Byron. Susuan is a former Air
America employee who worked in Washington DC for Air America. She was accompanied by her husband, Dr. Sabatino Patrizio. |
had the pleasure of speaking with him during the luncheon.

Brad Byron was also presented with his membership certificate today. Brad has a special affinity to the C123, as his father was
the commanding officer of the group with the only two AC-123s (gunship version of the C123) in Viet Nam! Wow what we wouldnt
give to have one of THOSE!!!! Brad also made another contribution to the AAF today. THANKS BRAD!!!

Welcome to our newest Members! What a great day it was!

The attached photos depict the days activities and features. Please enjoy them and remember that you could appear in the
PROVIER WEEKLY sometime soon, by coming out and helping to support our efforts!

Take care and have a good week!!!!

Paul




Continued from page 1

PHOTOS




e ________________________________________________________________________________________ |
continued from page 1










