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By Paul Vasconi 

 
Hello Friends near and far! 
  
Saturday's activities were very productive with a good turnout of hard working volunteers. 
  
Work had already begun when I arrived to find the Riddle Gang atop the C-123 continuing the removal of corroded 
sheet metal skin panels on the 'roof' of the C123. Progress has been ongoing for the last few months as Cal and his 
intrepid crew of metal benders have removed, duplicated and replaced several sheet metal panels that have suffered 
from the ravages of time and required replacement. Its a laborious process involving the drilling out of hundreds of 
rivets, tracing and templating the old panel on top of fresh aluminum sheeting including the precise dimenions and 
the drilling of every rivet hole in the exact same location on the new panel.  Then the new panel is etched and 
painted with primer and re-riveted to the airplane. It takes hours of patient work to complete each panel, but our crew 
gets the job done!  
  
The Riddle gang consisted of Dave Krochmal, Mikel Fitterman, Mike Veiht, and Sable Soderlund. All of them have 
put in many hours on the C123 already and are a very important part of the AAF Restoration Team. Mikel has been 
working as a pilot for Spirit Airlines as a fully type rated Airbus A-320 pilot. She has been flying a great deal of hours 
since she was hired early this year. Recently she had been anticipating a layoff call as most of the major airlines are 
taking a beating these days, and they are all furloughing many flight crew as they downsize. As usual, the newest 
hires are the first to get the chop. We were talking about this possibility when she actually received an email from her 
employer....She will be laid off at the end of August. She took the news as well as possible under the circumstances, 
but now she will be out there looking for a new flying job. Good Luck Mikel! 
  
Vern Goding had already begun painting the wooden fuel tank cradle we have, to facilitate the removal and 
installation of the massive 746 gallon nacelle fuel tanks which are detachable from the underside of the C123. This 
harkens back to the days when the C123 was only a non-powered glider....and since the wing was never made with 
allowances for a fuel tank, the Fairchild engineers designed a main fuel tank that was attached to the underside of 
the wing behind both engines. A clever arrangement that worked fine. The tanks could even be jettisoned by 
activating a toggle switch on the overhead instrument panel. Of course this was only done in extreme emergencies 
when the aircraft was making an emergency crash landing. It allowed for the tank to leave the airplane and remove a 
major amount of fuel from being carried to the crash site! But punching out the fuel tanks was not done very often 
since the engines got REAL quiet when their fuel supply went away! 
  
Now we have a nice tank cradle to hold the fuel tank while underwing repairs are made. Vern got to feeling poorly 
and elected to head on home, turning the job of completing the paint job to Sable Soderlund who cheerfully 
accomplished the task. 
  
Rod McIntyre began working on the tail cone assembly for the C123 which had been roughed up a long time ago 
when it was removed. Now, in preparation for painting and installation, it needed a good inspection and repair of the 
fiberglass skin. I started the process of applying a special thin coating of glazing putty to smooth out the rough 
surfaces, and once its dried, it can be sanded to a smooth surface. 
  
While this was going on, Lyle Barney made repairs to the storage box he made a while back for our Tug. The 
waterproof varnish surface had cracked on the wooden surface so he re-applied another coat of spar varnish to re-
seal the surfaces. He did a great job of making the box last year and he made sure it will keep on being useful with 
the new coat of varnish. Thanks Lyle! 

Continued on page 2 
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One of my old friends, Chuck Gawell, a corporate pilot flying Lear jets for a nationwide fractional jet business 
based on El Paso Texas called me and made arrangements to drive over from Orlando for a visit. Chuck brought 
his new Co-pilot Ed with him. We had a good lunch at our usual watering hole, Dogs-R- Us in Titusville and then 
we all returned to the airport under threatening skies. During this time another of our gang began to feel ill. Dave 
Krochmal began to feel terrible and after a booth to booth consultation and battlefield neurological evaluation. I 
suggested that he be taken to an urgent care center for additional evaluation. In cases like this, it’s always better 
to err on the side of caution. Later I heard that he was going to be OK, but was suffering from extreme fatigue 
because of the Hellish pace he'd been experiencing at Embry Riddle as he is a flight instructor, flying many hours 
each day and night for the last several weeks. He and Mike were both exhausted but that didn’t stop them form 
coming down to work on the C-123!  Such devotion and dedication is greatly appreciated! Take care of yourselves 
guys...you are too important to risk injury or illness! 
  
We had to scramble to get everything picked up and stowed away before the monsoonal rains hit us. We didn’t 
get it all done and some of the gang got soaked but the airplane and our tooling were secured before we got to 
leave when the rains paused. Today is seems that there were massive thunderstorms all along the route from 
Titusville south to Melbourne. My drive was interesting with almost continuous torrential downpours along most of 
the 35 miles home. Much of the time was spent at 25 miles per hour along the Interstate 95 highway trying to see 
the tail lights of the car ahead of me! I was happy to get home! 
  
I guess that’s it for today. Hope you liked the report!  Stay tuned for more exciting adventures in the PROVIDER 
WEEKLY! 
  
Paul.  
 

PHOTOS 
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