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By Paul Vasconi 

 
Hi friends! 
  
This is a Thursday update on the C-123 restoration. This week, Rod McIntyre and Cal Crocker have spent many 
hours slow roasting atop the C-123 as they labor to drill out, and fabricate replacement skin panels for the top of the 
fuselage. As you know, this project has been ongoing for many weeks and is getting closer to completion thanks to 
the hard work of Cal, Rod, and our intrepid Riddle Gang volunteers! This week, Rod and Cal have made great 
progress by completely refabricating three new panels. The process is laborious, involving the drilling out, of 
hundreds of rivets, and then using the old skin panel to serve as a pattern for a new metal panel. Once all of the hole 
patterns have been transferred to the new panel, the metal is etched with phosphoric acid to etch and clean the 
surface, and then conditioned with Alodyne, a chemical that makes the metal resistant to corrosion. Then the skins 
are primed and replaced back on the airplane. 
  
Over the last several weeks, several panels have been fabricated and fitted to the airframe. Once the majority of the 
panels are done, then the 'fun' starts. Its a 'riveting" experience! This coming Saturday, Cal hopes to resume the 
riveting with a couple crews hammering away on top of the airplane. (Hey Riddle Gang!!! WE NEED YOU THIS 
SATURDAY PLEEEEZE!!!)  
  
In the mean time, I concentrated on prepping and painting the C123 tail cone. I managed to get one side painted and 
will complete the process on Saturday. The paint goes on so nice and shines great!  It’s a beautiful 50 ft paintjob... 
(Looks best when viewed from 50 feet away!)  
  
On Tuesday Rod and Cal worked on the same project but the monsoonal rains cut our day short. Today was dry and 
breezy, but HOT. Rod and Cal managed to keep from melting by keeping well hydrated which is essential at this time 
of year. 
  
In other news... the TICO Belle C-47 came to life again today as both engines ran nicely and the only glitch was that 
the Number 1 engine oil cooler sprung a leak and managed to anoint the taxiway with a nice coat of fresh engine oil. 
Several bags of oil-dry later, managed to clean up the problem. All is right with the world once again. The Belle is 
closer to her first flight! 
  
SO... We need a good turnout this Saturday as we move ahead on the sheet metal repairs. Your help is greatly 
appreciated! 
  
Thanks very much! 
  
Paul 
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