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By Paul Vasconi 

 
Hello Friends! 
  
Apologies for the late release of the Provider Weekly, but it seems that I left my camera at the museum and wasn’t 
able to recover it until today (Thursday). You wouldn’t want to miss all the thrilling photos would you??? 
  
Last Saturday was very productive and eventful.  Our volunteer cadre consisted of Lyle Barney, his son Mark, Rod 
McIntyre, Cal Crocker and yours truly.  Rod and Cal continued to make progress with replacing of the upper fuselage 
skin panels as seen in one of the attached photos. Meanwhile, Lyle and his son Mark noticed that the door we fitted 
to the rear bulkhead of the Caribou exhibit was beginning to suffer from the infiltration of rain water that was dripping 
onto the top surface of the plywood door. A drip edge molding was needed to route the water away from the wood. 
Mark and Lyle took on that project and fitted the drip edge so that it would keep the door dry. A photo of them 
standing below their accomplishment is attached. It was great to see Mark again, as its been a few years since he 
last visited us. 
  
I managed to complete the painting of the tail cone in the metallic silver. We used the last of the paint we had on 
hand, and will need to come up with some funding to purchase more of the PPG brand OMNI paint. The paint and 
the catalyst is pricey at over $100 a gallon, but we hope to pick up 3 or 4 gallons for now, just so that we can 
continue painting the skin repair areas.  If you are able to help us, please consider making a tax deductible 
contribution to us for the 'paint fund'! 
  
That address to mail your contributions is Air America Foundation 1589 South Wickham Rd. West Melbourne FL 
32904. You’ll'' be glad you did... and we will too!!! 
  
Our usual lunch session was made more pleasant by the addition of an old friend...Joe Cadiz and his two grandsons. 
I thought I had successfully evaded any discovery of the fact that Saturday was my birthday but it all came crashing 
down on me when Allison our long standing waitress presented me with a birthday cake that she baked herself. 
Seems that our membership coordinator Cheryl Towle had tipped Allison off and so it came to pass. Although I had 
wished to pass the day without much fanfare, I was grateful for the effort and time spent to commemorate the 55th 
anniversary of my debut into this world. How can it be so many years? 
  
SO much for last weekend. Now we must look forward to this coming Saturday. We have the pleasure of presenting 
an award to Joshus and Shirley Eiting for their sizeable financial contribution back in March. We really want to show 
our appreciation by having a good turnout for our Luncheon at Dogs R Us (north), in Titusville. We plan to be arriving 
shortly after noon. Please make plans to join us! It’s important! 
  
CALLING THE RIDDLE GANG!!  COME IN RIDDLE GANG!!!  WE NEED YOU THIS SATURDAY!!! Cal and Rod 
have managed to get the last of the panels fitted into place, and has made them ready for riveting. We have a shade 
canopy made to cover the area on top of the airplane so you wont bake, and the fridge is full of ice cold water to 
keep you hydrated! Please make plans to come down and help us!!! Don’t make us come up there and get you!!!!  
Please!!! 
  
Hope to see you at the lunch presentation on Saturday. Please let me know if you are going to join us, so I can 
determine how many people will be attending. Call or email me if you will be there! 
  
Thanks!!  
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