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By Paul Vasconi 

 
Hi friends! 
  
I've been having a little trouble with email recently so it’s anyone's guess if this will reach you! I hope so! 
  
Last Saturday, we continued our self-imposed clean up program around the airplane so as to maintain a presentable 
appearance. It’s hard to keep the place all neat and tidy when we are using much of the service stands and tables 
but we're trying to be good neighbors. 
  
We managed to lift the BT 13 center section onto the hydraulic flatbed trailer and strapped it down to be safe from 
winds or heavy weather.  It’s now safe from high winds from the ever present thunderstorms we are seeing at this 
time of year. 
  
Vern Goding presented us with the results of his labor and skill, with a set of concrete rope stands for use when we 
display the C-123 and Caribou at public events. He did a fabulous job!  As usual, Vern never does anything 
halfway...he practically did engineering studies on the amount of concrete and pipe diameter for the stands. He even 
embossed the AAF initials into the concrete so they will live in immortality! A great job to be sure. Thanks Vern! 
  
We were really happy to have two of our great friends from the RIDDLE GANG on hand to continue with the sheet 
metal panel replacement on top of the C-123. Mike Veiht and Sable Soderlund flew down with Cal Crocker from 
Edgewater for the day, and were soon drilling out old rivets to remove the damaged panels for replacement. They 
survived the oven-like temperatures without complaint and we tried to keep them well hydrated during the process. 
  
One of our newest members, Pam Crone drove down from Jacksonville with two of her grandkids to spend the day 
with us. At that time we presented her with her membership certificate and membership card. Pam hopes to become 
more informed about our tribute program for Air America, and wants to help in that process. Her father was an Air 
America Helo pilot and she has a burning interest to learn more about her father's work, and the history of Air 
America in general. We are doing our best to provide reference materials for her, and she has also been in 
communication with the Air America veterans here in the area that have been very helpful in giving her personal 
memories of her dad as well as the work he did.  Welcome aboard Pam! 
  
In other news.... 
  
People wonder why we keep our spare parts and other items around. Its because there is a high degree of 
probability that someone with a C-123 might need it, even if we don’t. Such is the case with our additional new 
wingtip that we had in storage. Our good friend John Curran who has a C-123 up in North Carolina called me 
Saturday morning with an urgent request. It seems that a severe thunderstorm had struck the airport when his 
airplane was parked. There are no tie downs on the ramp. Its not secret to anyone familiar with the C-123 that it is 
NOT stable in high winds, especially if they are blowing from the side of the airplane. The huge cross section and the 
tall tail puts up a large amount of side loading and its not uncommon for the airplane to be pushed to hard that the 
airplane will turn into the wind (weathervaning), to literally be pushed into leaning over on one side so that the wingtip 
actually smashes into the ground. John said that the plane leaned over really hard and was pushed over 7 feet to 
one side, dragging the large main tire on the downwind side, while the other side of the airplane was high in the air! It 
didn’t flip over, but it trashed the left wingtip!  He couldn’t believe his ears when I told him that we just happened to 
have a brand new LEFT wingtip! It’s being crated right now, so that it can be shipped up to John. This is yet another 
example of why keeping a close working relationship with other C-123 owners is so important. It’s a small family, but 
we all benefit from the co-operation. 

Continued on page 2 
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Our airplane was pushed over in much the same way before we got it, and we used the other new wingtip to 
replace the damaged one we had on our airplane. The extra wingtip will now go to a good cause! 
  
With the temporary delay experienced with the CatHouse C-123, our gang has had a chance to throttle back a bit 
and continuing with our airplane's restoration. Cal Crocker has worked himself to the bone over the last two 
months but he still keeps going! He has gained much experience which will come in handy when we get to the 
same point in our restoration. 
  
Thats about it for now so stay tuned and come out and see us next Saturday if you can! 
  
Thanks, 
Paul 

PHOTOS 
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